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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the socio-economic status of board members of
community pest management centers in Surat Thani Province; (2) operations of community pest management
centers in Surat Thani Province; (3) the board members’ opinions about the centers’ operations; and
(4) problems and recommendations for improvement. The study population was 228 board members of 38
community pest management centers that were established in 2014-2016 (6 board members of each center),
out of which a sample size of 114 was selected by purposive sampling, consisting of the chairman, vice
chairman and one other board member from each center. Data were collected using a structured interview
form data were statistically analyzed using a computer statistics program to calculate frequency, percentage,
minimum, maximum, mean and standard deviation. The results showed that (1) The majority of respeenduts
were male, average age 54.38, and almost half had completed lower secondary school or the equivalent.
More than half were elected officials, i.e. village headman or assistant village headman. They farmed on
average household income of 295,964.90 baht a year. (2) Almost all of then agree that their centers regularly
made learning plans on various topics. More than half made plans for learming exchanges with district-level
networks. Most Pest management knowledge and technology is constantly being provided to members.
(3) The majority of board members expressed a high level of agreement with every aspect of the
community pest management centers’ operations, including the role of the Agriculture Extension
Department, the objectives of the centers, the centers’ work, and the roles and responsibilities of the
board members. (4) The major problems faced by the community pest management centers were insufficient
budget and a discontinuous promotion policy. Board members recommended that the district level agriculture

office should hold a meeting at least once a month.

Keywords: Operations, Community Pest Management Centers, Surat Thani Province
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